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Abstract 

Arvind Adiga’s The White Tiger communicates and reveals the issue of the subaltern. By exceptionally indicating the hero, 

changed from village bonehead to citified businessman through Machiavellian stunts of exchange, Adiga is attempting to 

concentrate on the way that subaltern can speak at times. By additionally indicating Balram Halwai, the hero, experiencing 

with extraordinary trial, inconvenience and tribulation, and toward the end thinking of his being a business tycoon in a city of 

India, however through foul methods, Adiga tries to feature on the developing inferior cognizance for the improvement of 

inferior individuals. 
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Introduction 

The White Tiger, a debut novel by Arvind Adiga is a 

sociological adventure of contemporary India which depicts 

a tale about the change of a driver to be specific Balram 

Halwai in Delhi, a young man of the village, Laxmangarh in 

the locale of Gaya, Bihar into a business visionary in 

Bangalore. The account is unique in the sense the hero does 

not change himself by virtue of his affliction, rather he 

abuses the essential disadvantages of winning lawfulness in 

the country.  

Born in Madras in 1974, Arvind Adiga, the winner of the 

Man Booker Prize 2008, has got his education in various 

parts of the world, Columbia and Oxford universities and 

begun his vocation as a writer in ‘The Financial Times’ and 

‘The Wall Street Journal’. He has additionally procured the 

collection of achievement to get his stunning articles 

distributed in worldwide magazines and newspapers 

including ‘Times’, ‘The Financial Times’, and ‘The Sunday 

Times’. He lives in Mumbai. His first novel is The Whiter 

Tiger. As ‘USA Today’ comments, “Arvind Adiga’s The 

White Tiger is one of the most powerful books. I’ve read in 

decades. No hyperbole. This debut novel from an Indian 

journalist living in Mumbai hit me like a kick to the head. 

This is an amazing and angry novel about injustice and 

power.” In his novel, The White Tiger, the writer tosses light 

on the Indian reality and features the broadening hole 

between the rich and poor people, the rustic and the urban 

and the merciless truth of a monetary framework in India. 

He has additionally centered around the need of India’s 

poor, the despondent division of social classes into reality 

and has taken note of that energizes among the world’s 

denied and portrays the account of two nations in one: ‘an 

India of Light, and an India of Darkness’.(The White Tiger, 

p. 14). 

Balram Halwai, the mistreated, stifled and tormented man 

lives in the village, Lakmangarh where the residents, 

families and companions are the subjects of abuse, torment 

and fomentation by the landowners of the town. The poor 

worship ‘Hanuman’ since ‘he is a shining example of how 

to serve your master with absolute fidelity, love and 

devotion.’ (19) The Hero is goal-oriented and attempts to 

improve his position. So he goes to Delhi where he begins 

his life as a driver of one of the landowners’ westernized 

son, Ashok. There he perceives that a gap between two 

castes, the men with big bellies and the men with small 

bellies those who eat and those who are eaten. His life is a 

case of ‘the story of how a half-baked fellow is produced.’ 

(11) 

Even he calls the biography ‘The Autobiography of a Half 

Baked Indian.’ (10) He rebels against the primitive village. 

He is a poverty-stricken hireling who has a place to the 

subaltern of Indian culture. In the expressions of Marx, ‘the 

society is divided into two groups — Bourgeois and 

Proletariats’. In the novel The White Tiger, Balram Halwai 

has a place with a poor village family. As the White Tiger is 

an uncommon animal in the forest. So he is the village kid 

who studies in a remote village school. The string that ties 

the novel is in the types of letters in which the hero keeps in 

touch with the Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao whose state 

visit to India is approaching. It is a progression of letters 

which are composed over the time of seven evenings. 

Through these letters, the hero portrays the entire story of 

his life from clothes to newfound wealth. 

He attempts to advise the legislator of the genuine state of 

all-around shining India. He is a smart chap that is perceived 

by a school inspector who commends him as a White Tiger. 

Indeed the school inspector vows to the boy a scholarship 

furthermore, legitimate tutoring for that kid yet his family 

takes him out of school and gives him something to do at a 

tea-shop, crushing coals and cleaning tables as a component 

of the states of a loan. His family had taken from the 

proprietor of the town to meet the costs of his cousin’s 

wedding. After that, he chooses crafted by a driver. As he 

drives his lord Ashok to shopping centers furthermore, 

Balram turns out to be progressively mindful of huge riches 

and opportunity surrounding him. His genuine training to 

enter the confined area for inferior started when he begins to 

familiarize himself with a metropolitan city and its way of 

life. Through these encounters, Balram finds out much 

about the world. In his endeavor to instruct himself to 

demolish the middle-class belief system he needs to endure 

a ton of mortification and abuse that he is the subject of 
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Pinky Madam: 

You’re so filthy! Look at you, look at your teeth, and look at 

your clothes! There is red paan over your teeth, and there 

are red spots on your shirt. It is disgusting! Get out! - Clean 

up the mess you’ve made in the kitchen and get out. (146) 

A dream of the city changes his life until the end of time. He 

wishes to be a part of Modern India. Before long he comes 

to realize that the path to the top is the most catalyst implies 

and gets occupied with submitting the odd the wrongdoing 

of homicide. He convinces himself that it is the thing that 

fruitful must do. His story uncovers a stunning dismissal for 

the holiness of human life. He says: 

...In the old days there were one thousand castes and 

destinies in India. These days, there are just two castes: Men 

with Big Bellies, and Men with Small Bellies. And only two 

destinies: eat — or get eaten up. (64) 

The novelist expresses the contrast between the rich and the 

poor in the following lines: 

...the history of the world is the history of a ten thousand- 

year war of brains between the rich and the poor. Each side 

is eternally trying to hoodwink the other side: and it has 

been this way since the start of time. The poor win a few 

battles...” (254) 

The fantasies of the rich and that of the poor never cover on 

the grounds that the poor dream to eat enough of nutritious 

food and resemble the rich; then again, the rich continue 

eating less junk food getting more fit to resemble the poor. 

This is the irony of this world. In urban communities, the 

individuals from the dimness develop the giant working for 

the rich to live in and themselves live in the canvas sheets 

and parcels into paths by lines of sewage. 

The story unfurls the way Balram broadcasts about his 

opportunity from a confined existence of hopelessness 

through wrongdoing and skill. It is an impression of 

contemporary India pointing out social equality in the wake 

of monetary thriving. It demonstrates the developing new 

India which is rotated on the incredible division between 

those who are well off and the less wealthy with moral 

complexities. Everybody thinks that he ought to do what 

was composed on his brow however a fire in him turns and 

moves him away from the setup way of neediness. India is a 

place where there are chicken coops. The White Tiger is 

about the chicken coop and a certain chicken that transforms 

into a White Tiger. Balram is confined like the chickens in 

the coops. He is a White Tiger needs to break-out of the 

instance of opportunity. 

Go to Old Delhi, behind the Jama Masjid …with a coating 

of dark blood. The roosters in the coop smell the blood from 

above. Yet they do not rebel. They do not try to get out of 

the coop. The very same thing is done with human beings in 

this country. (173-174) 

Balram chooses to be a major bellied man. At the point 

when he makes an arrangement warily how to kill Ashok 

and grabs his colossal cash pack, he escapes his chicken 

coop and an unclogged into the business person’s reality. 

All the social, political and affordable variations feed the 

psyche of Balram to do revolt, obstruction and retribution. 

His father's arrangement for his child motivates him to get 

by on the planet and improve his inferior condition. Balram 

Halwai says about his father, Vikram Halwai, “Rickshaw-

puller he may have been — a human beast of burden — but 

my father was a man with a plan. I was his plan.” (27) 

His father who has been living like a donkey wishes that in 

any event one of the children should live like a man. 

Further, he says, “My Whole life, I have been treated like a 

donkey. All I want is that one son of mine - at least one — 

should live like a man.” (30) 

At last Balram stockpiles the wealth and becomes like a 

landowner, a position which is ideologically and socially 

limited for him. He picks up his higher position through 

control, murder, and the procurement of riches. He needs to 

open a school. With the goal that kids may get standard 

education. He needs that these kids should become White 

Tigers of tomorrow. To bring a change in the current society 

it needs a lot increasingly White Tigers. Toward the finish 

of the story, Balram Halwai has his own business in 

Bangalore. He has a taxi fleet. He has made sure about the 

money related condition in which maturing business 

visionaries may advance and thrive in the global world. 

In conclusion, we may state that man himself is the 

developer of his own destiny like the white tiger. A man can 

reach the highest point of success just by the methods for 

solid assurance and consistent industry. Without solid 

assurance and consistent industry, he cannot sit idle. 
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