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Abstract 

Post-colonial writing is notable for its wide range of language and stylistic variations and deviations, as well as 

for the numerous topics and subject matter options drawn from actual events and experiences. Post-colonial 

writing has a unique language and style that blends with its tradition and culture. The status of women in 

contemporary society has never been favourable throughout history. The status of women has not changed 

despite social, economic, and cultural advances. Despite gender inequality, the vast majority of women are 

willing to accept a life of humiliation. To play the roles of wife, mother, and grandparent, they are complacent. 

Cross-cultural conflict has grown in popularity since the turn of the 20th century. To pursue their goals and 

objectives, people have begun emigrating to various nations. In comparison to past immigrants from Asia, the 

Indian immigrant community in America has had a qualitatively different experience. People from all across the 

world now love America. People move here in order to fulfil their ambitions. It is challenging for the migrated 

people to adapt to the new culture and go through cultural transition. They fight to adapt to the new culture while 

remaining silent, but in vain. Their emotions are conflicted between a sense of rootlessness and nostalgia. Indian 

traditional culture places a significant value on the family unit; hence Indian novelists have treated family ties 

with considerable seriousness. They have covered the subject of the man-woman relationship, which is 

extremely important in terms of history, sociology, and culture. In light of this, this paper examines the cross-

cultural conflict between the characters in Bharati Mukherjee's "Wife". 
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Introduction 

"The way of life of the individual is subject to the way of life of a gathering or class, and that the way of life of 

the gathering or class is reliant upon the way of life of the entire society to which that gathering or class has a 

place"- T.S. Eliot (T.S.Eliot3). The above perspectives on T.S. Eliot demonstrate that the way of life of the 

commoner is crucial to a society. As a matter of fact, the class which moves out of its social shapes, has a lot of 

bad blood for its motherland, besides there is such a great deal social blending in the post-provincial period that 

it has brought forth "half breed culture‟. In each country the most elevated class (particularly in India) is truly 

impacted by this peculiarity. 

Bharati Mukherjee, an Indian conceived Canadian/American writer, has made a profound impact on the 

scholarly peddle. Her books, truly, portray the issues of her own social area in West Bengal in India, her 

uprooting (estrangement) from her property of beginning to Canada where she was all the while imperceptible as 

an essayist and overexposed as a racial minority and her last re-area to USA as a naturalized resident. The paper 

plans to investigate her feeling of distance in Canada where life as a worker was horrendous, that inhibited her to 

try towards the course of monetary, social and social change 

Starting from the start of the 20th century, i.e. 100 years, culturally diverse showdown has picked up speed. With 

the appearance of Science and Innovation, globalization has expanded multi-cultureless. Individuals have begun 

relocating to various nations to accomplish their points and aspirations. The experience of the Indian Settler 

people group in America has been subjectively not the same as that of prior migrants from Asia, which have had 

a significantly longer history on American soil. The post - 1965 Indian outsiders are instructed, working class 

proficient and enter an altogether unique open door structure. This pattern has created between social and 

between racial mindfulness. America has turned into an energy of individuals from one side of the planet to the 

other. Individuals relocate to this country to see their fantasies work out as expected. The relocated individuals 

find it hard to change with the new culture and go through social change. In this cycle, they lost the foundations 

of their local culture. Generally, they live in homogeneous networks, segregated from the standard of the white 

culture. In any case, when they live on an outsider land, they defy a new socio-social climate. With quiet 

quietness they battle to get by and they attempt to embrace the new culture, yet all the same to no end. Their 

mind is torn between the sensation of rootlessness and wistfulness. Indian writers have managed family 

associations with high earnestness in light of the fact that the conventional legacy of India gives extraordinary 
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significance to the nuclear family. They have widely managed the topic of man-lady relationship which has an 

incredible verifiable, humanistic and social importance. So in light of this point, this paper examinations the 

diverse showdown of characters in the title of Bharati Mukherjee's "Wife‟. Man-lady relationship in Bharti 

Mukherjee‟s novel is the result of the social estrangement that is a world peculiarity now. The enormous contrast 

between two societies, two different ways of life, drives an individual to sensation of shock. At the point when 

an individual leaves his own way of life and enters another, his old qualities come in struggle with the new ones 

he finds. 

Bharti Mukherjee‟s novel Wife‟ stands apart as a one of a kind fictitious work by righteousness of its smart 

examining into the courageous women mind Dimple Das Gupta, the hero, a young lady of a working class 

Bengali family, is no exemption for this mentality. She has bright dreams about marriage. She fantasies about 

wedding a neurosurgeon Amit and trusts that "Marriage would bring her opportunity, mixed drink parties on 

covered yards, and gathering pledges meals for prominent foundations. Marriage would bring her adoration" (1). 

With these fantasies after her frantic standing by at long last, she enters the bounds of marriage with Amit Basu, 

an architect who is going to relocate to the US. Her mother by marriage needs to call her Nandini and not 

Dimple. The difference in her name is only something insignificant for Amit yet to Dimple it is everything. Her 

initiating as Nandini is the primary alienation from her personality. Not long after getting hitched, Dimple draws 

nearer to reality which breaks everything she could ever hope for. Amit, she thinks, isn't the man of her fantasies. 

She frequently had dreams of an ideal man built out of a brow from a headache medicine promotion, “the lips 

from a jock and shoulder adds, the stomach and legs from a pants ad” (.23). 

Once abroad, she comprehend that life isn't quite as fabulous as she had envisioned it to be, social shock, 

Estrangement, in ability to shape companionship with her neighbors, nonstop survey of vicious dramas and her 

significant other's extended stays at office further muddle the fundamentally dismal brain of Dimple. It makes 

her psychotic to the degree of creatively killing her better half in a bizarre way. Fundamentally Dimple neglects 

to visualize marriage as a deep rooted security which requirements love as a glue to areas of strength for both 

and guarantee a long lasting obligation to one another. Bharti Mukherjee's "Better half", narratives the Excursion 

of a young ladies to the U.S.A. she goes through agonizing physical, mental and close to home desolation 

influencing her entire being so much that she is headed to viciousness. She had anticipated that torment when she 

had come should America, had let herself know that aggravation was essential for any fresh start and in the 

sweet designs of that new life had distributed torment an exceptional spot. Be that as it may, she had not 

anticipated that her brain should be stressed this way, past perseverance. She had not expected inactivity fatigue, 

perpetual indecisiveness4 (WF. P. 115) 

Indian writers have managed family associations with high reality in light of the fact that the customary legacy 

of India gives extraordinary significance to the nuclear family. They have broadly managed the subject of man-

lady relationship which has an extraordinary verifiable, humanistic and social importance. Man-lady relationship 

in Bharti Mukherjee‟s novel is the result of the social estrangement that is a world peculiarity now. The gigantic 

contrast between two societies, two different ways of life, drives an individual to sensation of shock. At the point 

when an individual leaves his own way of life and enters another, his old qualities come in struggle with the new 

ones he finds. Bharti Mukherjee's book "Wife‟ stands apart as an extraordinary fictitious work by excellence of 

its clever testing into the champions mind. At the superficial, spouse is the basic story of Amit and his better half 

Dimple, recently wedded outsider to the USA. Amit and Dimple leave their nation looking for their fantasy. This 

movement or "social transfer" leads not exclusively to an emergency of character however enormously 

influences their own relationship as spouse wife. Dimple‟s nonsensical impulses are hastened by the viciousness 

ridden and individualistic American life and finish in her killing of her significant other. This mystic 

improvement in Dimple has been differently however carelessly saw as her frantic work to fail to remember her 

Indian roots required by the requests of American life and her declaration of autonomy from oppressive 

husband.Her fictitious world is howering between two societies. The two societies are especially examined in the 

material of the books for example Bengali culture, American culture. While she has forming her innovative 

reasonableness there is sure mind behind the book. While we are thinking on the issues of man-lady relationship 

the man centric standards are smothering the lady characters through their male partners at the hour of offering 

them opportunity. This universe of opportunity shows up as a conjured up universe of opportunity. The place of 

ladies' position is minimized and migrant reasonableness and the periods of exiles are taken into insight. The 

mind of a worker is consistently disastrous, thus strain is made in the brain between the two socio-social climate 

between the sensations of rootlessness and wistfulness when he visits the obscure land and there he needs to 

battle a great deal for his endurance. 

At the point when Dimple becomes pregnant, she enjoys self-fetus removal of skipping ropes. She looks at that 

as a kid will be a prevent tirade to her relocation to America. This demonstration of fetus removal is a ceremony 

of freedom from the customary jobs and limitations of womanhood. It emblematically shows that she attempts to 

liberate herself from the conventional job of a Hindu spouse and declaring her will. She trusts that her new life 

will start in the new world. „I maintain that everything should be overall quite a new‟, she illuminates Pixie on 

the telephone (WF P41). 

Sadly, one day to stay away from his inclusion is a pay off case, Amit leaves and soon, the couple relocates to 

New York where they stay at Jyoti and Meena Sen‟s house. During this beginning stage of life Dimple is upset. 

Frequently she is struck by mental turmoil. Amit‟s postpone in landing position baffles her. 
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In the second piece of the novel, the portrayal about Dimple and Amit‟s life at Jyoti and Meena Sen‟s family in 

New York is reasonably portrayed. On her most memorable day in the New York condo she felt like a star 

imploding deep down. She attempts to pass her feelings of trepidation and premonitions on to Amit yet neither 

does he attempt to comprehend her nor is he fit for transcending an everyday comprehension. The two don't 

remain joyfully inferable from their frail monetary condition. For a long time Amit doesn't find a new line of 

work. The contention between the protagonist‟s drive towards a diversion of self and her situation as a spouse 

and an individual from the little Indian worker local area is shown in the unexpected actual separation that 

denotes the start of Dimple‟s life in New York. Rather than the opportunity she has related with marriage and 

America, her life is restricted to the confidential space of the home substantially more than in Calcutta. 

Mukherjee contributes her outsider characters with a sort of self-barring demeanor, a craving to remain socially 

and socially detached from American culture in any event, while extricating a monetarily better future from it. 

For example, in a practically cliché scene of "worker experience", the blend of orientation and identity is 

introduced as generally known among the settler gathering to mean an unmistakable and especially weak social 

otherness in an Indian lady: 

Amit and Dimple experience dissatisfaction at different levels. While joblessness places Amit in butterflies, 

Dimple understands that her marriage is a disappointment: She was mad that marriage has sold out her had not 

given every one of the glittery things she had envisioned, had not brought her cocktails‟ (WF P 115). She detests 

Amit as he neglects to satisfy her fantasies. He isn't the man of her fantasies. Blue Dimple has a forlorn existence 

of helping Meena Sen, watching T.V or understanding paper. Through media she is acquainted with savagery. 

Added to this she catches wind of more homicide. There were successive declarations of murders in papers, 

vehicle radio and in relaxed discussions. She continually lives in apprehension about the unexplored world. 

Discussing murders in America resembled discussing the climate. She mulls over savagery and killing. An 

American separations her better half for wheezing. Indeed, the American film showed just sex and viciousness. 

So Mukherjee composes: 

“The ladies on TV had convoluted existences, become pregnant habitually and under dubious conditions, killed, 

were brought to preliminary and delivered; they endured the ping-pong volley of their destinies with courage” 

In the transition of race and sexuality the Indian ladies turn casualties of their own crisis.In the same way, 

Dimple is trapped in a custom of detachment, female foul play and secret viciousness. This, as a matter of fact, 

drives her to kill her significant other later. Bharathi Mukerjee properly says: "our difficulty here is that we 

mirror gravely, and we save things even worse‟ (Indra 95). 

The specialty of correspondence among a couple is crucial for conjugal bliss. In the wake of getting presented to 

the outsider culture, Amit and Dimple neglect to speak with one another. This has a telling impact upon their 

relationship. This disappointment in correspondence fosters a break between the couple which broadens step by 

step and eventually ruins their relationship. The circumstance deteriorates when Amit finds a new line of work. 

He neglects to grasp Dimple. He accepts that giving material solaces alone will fulfill her. Two or three 

maneuvers to another level - a very much outfitted condo with a wide range of current machines. The day to day 

environment of the couple improves, yet they feel desolate. 

America has outmaneuvered her and presently she is held by a feeling of sentimentality. Dimple encounters 

dejection at each quarter of her life. It is outside her ability to grasp "how is it that she could live in a country.... 

where each and every other lady was a more unusual, where she felt unique, uninformed, presented to disparage 

in the lift?" (WF 112). Dimple‟s disdain with American English and American framework gets emphasizd even 

by little things. She is reluctant to work oneself assistance lifts. She needs to live inside the four walls of the 

condo. Television is all her universe where she watches unending viciousness and murder. She abhors American 

English and American arrangement of life. She enjoys a feeling of sentimentality pondering her quiet life at 

Calcutta with her companions. She finds it challenging to share her deepest heart even to her significant other. 

Consequently she experiences irregularity of brain and from the emergency of culture 

Bharati Mukherjee innovatively outlines the course of travelers' combination into the host country according to a 

social perspective evaluating the level of social incorporation and digestion. From being an exile deracinated 

from her foundations in the mid 70's, her self-portraying projection of characters in the mid 80's investigating the 

difficulty of progress. Furthermore, through her characters, she investigates the transients' own insights about 

their reconciliation as opposed to locals' demeanor toward travelers. 

 

"I want to feel like a piece of the local area I have taken on (as I 

attempted to feel in Canada also). I want to put roots down, to 

vote and have the effect that I would be able. The value that the 

settler eagerly pays, and that the exile keeps away from, is the 

injury of self-transformation".(Agarwal P 26) 

 

Dimple understands the ethnic attributes of the "little India" where Indian- Americans live. It is extremely 

challenging to assess whether these Indian travelers that live in ethnically homogeneous networks have an 

inclination to mingle more. 
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