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Abstract 

Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand (originally Ret Samadhi) offers a profound exploration of diasporic longing and cultural 

fragmentation through its narrative of home and exile. This novel delves into the experiences of a widow, who, after the death 

of her husband, embarks on a journey of self-discovery and confrontation with her past. The text serves as a rich site for 

examining how diasporic identities are shaped by both geographical displacement and the cultural legacies that inform them. 

At the heart of Tomb of Sand lies a thematic preoccupation with the notion of home—both as a physical space and as a 

metaphor for emotional and cultural belonging. Shree’s narrative portrays the protagonist's quest to reclaim her sense of self 

from the shadows of colonial and post-colonial history, revealing the complexities of diasporic existence. The protagonist's 

journey from her home in India to the land of her ancestors reflects a broader exploration of exile, where physical 

displacement is intertwined with a deeper sense of cultural fragmentation. The novel's structure, oscillating between past and 

present, illustrates how diasporic longing manifests as a continuous search for meaning and continuity. Through intricate 

storytelling and vivid characterization, Shree addresses the alienation and nostalgia that accompany the diasporic experience. 

The protagonist’s physical and emotional travels serve as metaphors for the diasporic struggle to reconcile fragmented 

identities and find a sense of belonging in a world marked by loss and change. By engaging with themes of memory, identity, 

and displacement, Tomb of Sand offers a nuanced examination of how personal and collective histories shape and are shaped 

by the experience of diaspora. Shree’s work reflects on the dynamics of home and exile, providing a poignant commentary on 

how cultural heritage and personal agency intersect in the diasporic experience. 
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Introduction 

In Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand, the exploration of 

diasporic longing and cultural fragmentation is intricately 

woven into the narrative fabric of the novel, presenting a 

profound meditation on the concepts of home and exile. The 

novel follows the life of an elderly widow, Ma, who, after 

the death of her husband, decides to embark on a journey 

back to Pakistan, the land of her childhood, a place she left 

behind during the Partition of India in 1947. This journey is 

not merely a physical return but a deeply symbolic quest to 

reconcile with her past and the historical forces that have 

shaped her identity. Through Ma's odyssey, Shree explores 

how the dislocation of diaspora extends beyond mere 

geographical separation, delving into the emotional and 

cultural ramifications of being caught between two worlds. 

The narrative structure of Tomb of Sand employs a rich 

tapestry of memory, myth, and historical reflection to depict 

how the diasporic experience is marked by a continuous 

tension between a yearning for a homeland and the reality of 

living in a fractured present. Shree's portrayal of Ma's 

journey highlights how the personal trauma of displacement 

intertwines with collective historical memory, emphasizing 

how the past continues to inform the present for those living 

in the diaspora. The novel’s thematic preoccupation with 

exile, loss, and the search for a new sense of home reveals 

the complexities of diasporic identity, where the longing for 

a lost homeland becomes a profound existential quest. 

Through this narrative, Shree not only addresses the 

challenges of cultural fragmentation and the quest for 

belonging but also offers a poignant commentary on how 

personal and collective histories are navigated in the context 

of diasporic existence. Thus, Tomb of Sand becomes a lens 

through which we can explore broader questions of identity, 

displacement, and the search for a cohesive sense of self in a 

world marked by historical upheaval and ongoing change. 

 

Theme of Diasporic Longing in Tomb of Sand 

In Tomb of Sand, Geetanjali Shree intricately explores the 

theme of diasporic longing through the character of Ma, 

whose journey from India to Pakistan serves as a profound 

metaphor for the emotional and psychological dimensions of 

displacement experienced by the diaspora. Diasporic 

longing in the novel is depicted as a complex interplay 

between nostalgia for a homeland and the reality of living in 

a fragmented present. Ma’s decision to revisit Pakistan after 

decades of separation is driven not only by a desire to 

reconnect with her lost homeland but also by a deeper 

yearning to reconcile with her past and seek closure for 

unresolved traumas from the Partition of India. This longing 

is vividly illustrated through Ma’s reflective recollections of 

her childhood, where Pakistan is remembered as a place of 

lost innocence and familial bonds. The novel portrays these 

memories as both a source of solace and a site of pain, 

revealing how the diasporic experience is marked by a 

constant tension between idealized recollections of the past 

and the often harsh realities of the present. 

Shree uses Ma’s emotional journey to highlight how 

diasporic longing is fueled by a sense of estrangement from 

one’s roots and the simultaneous desire to reconnect with 

them. The physical journey back to Pakistan represents a 

symbolic quest for self-discovery and reconciliation with 

historical injustices that have shaped the diasporic 
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experience. As Ma traverses the landscapes of her 

childhood, she confronts the stark contrasts between her 

memories and the current state of the land, which has been 

marred by the passage of time and historical conflict. This 

confrontation underscores the novel’s exploration of how 

the diaspora experiences a persistent sense of loss, where 

the past is both a cherished refuge and a source of sorrow. 

Furthermore, Shree depicts diasporic longing as a 

multifaceted phenomenon that encompasses both personal 

and collective dimensions. Ma’s individual quest for closure 

reflects broader themes of historical memory and the impact 

of colonial and post-colonial legacies on diasporic 

communities. The novel delves into how the Partition's 

traumatic legacy continues to influence the identities of 

those who live in exile, as they navigate a complex interplay 

of historical remembrance and the search for belonging in a 

new world. Through Ma’s journey, Tomb of Sand illustrates 

how diasporic longing is not merely a personal sentiment 

but a collective experience shared by generations affected 

by displacement and migration. 

Ultimately, Shree’s depiction of diasporic longing in Tomb 

of Sand serves as a powerful exploration of how the search 

for home and identity is intertwined with historical memory 

and personal healing. The novel captures the essence of the 

diasporic condition as a continuous search for meaning in 

the face of loss and fragmentation, offering a poignant 

reflection on the challenges and hopes of those who live 

between worlds. 

 

Theme of Cultural Fragmentation in Tomb of Sand  

In Tomb of Sand, Geetanjali Shree masterfully explores the 

theme of cultural fragmentation through the experiences of 

the protagonist, Ma, as she navigates the fractured legacy of 

her past and the dislocation of her present. Cultural 

fragmentation in the novel is depicted as a multifaceted 

phenomenon that affects both individual identities and 

collective memories, revealing the complex ways in which 

historical events and personal experiences shape the 

diasporic condition. Shree’s portrayal of cultural 

fragmentation is evident in Ma’s struggle to reconcile her 

present identity with the cultural heritage she left behind. 

The novel contrasts Ma’s life in contemporary India with 

her memories of her childhood in Pakistan, highlighting the 

disjunction between her past and present. The vivid 

depictions of her memories of pre-Partition Pakistan—full 

of familial warmth, cultural richness, and community ties—

are juxtaposed with her current experience of a fragmented 

identity shaped by years of displacement and separation. 

This contrast underscores how the passage of time and the 

impact of historical events, such as the Partition, have led to 

the fragmentation of cultural continuity for those in the 

diaspora. 

Shree also uses the motif of the border—both physical and 

metaphorical—as a symbol of this cultural fragmentation. 

Ma’s journey across the India-Pakistan border serves as a 

literal and symbolic crossing from one cultural reality to 

another. This border represents not just a geographical 

divide but also the split between cultural worlds that were 

once unified but are now marked by loss and division. The 

narrative explores how this border has created a rupture in 

cultural identity, leading to a sense of dislocation that 

affects Ma’s ability to connect with both her past and her 

present. Furthermore, Tomb of Sand delves into the ways in 

which cultural fragmentation manifests through the 

generational and familial dynamics within Ma’s life. Her 

interactions with her children, who are largely disconnected 

from the cultural and historical significance of the Partition, 

reflect a broader theme of generational estrangement from 

heritage. This generational gap emphasizes how cultural 

knowledge and memories can become fragmented over 

time, as younger generations struggle to understand or 

connect with the experiences of their ancestors. Shree 

illustrates how the cultural heritage of the Partition has been 

fragmented into disjointed memories and narratives that are 

difficult to fully reconstruct or transmit to future 

generations. The novel also examines cultural fragmentation 

through its narrative structure, which weaves together 

multiple layers of time, memory, and myth. Shree employs a 

non-linear storytelling technique that mirrors the fragmented 

nature of cultural memory and the challenges of piecing 

together a coherent sense of identity from the shards of the 

past. This narrative approach reflects the inherent 

difficulties of reclaiming and reconstructing cultural 

heritage that has been lost or altered over time. 

In the novel, Tomb of Sand uses the theme of cultural 

fragmentation to explore the complex ways in which 

historical events, personal experiences, and generational 

shifts contribute to a fragmented sense of identity for those 

living in the diaspora. Through Ma’s journey and the 

novel’s narrative structure, Shree provides a poignant 

commentary on how cultural heritage is preserved, altered, 

and often lost across generations and borders. The novel 

invites readers to reflect on the challenges of maintaining 

cultural continuity in the face of historical trauma and 

personal displacement, offering a rich exploration of the 

diasporic experience as one marked by both loss and 

resilience. 

 

Theme of Home and Exile in Tomb of Sand 

In Tomb of Sand, Geetanjali Shree intricately weaves the 

theme of home and exile through the protagonist Ma’s 

personal journey, offering a profound exploration of the 

emotional and symbolic dimensions of these concepts. The 

novel portrays home not merely as a physical location but as 

a complex and evolving concept that encompasses 

emotional ties, cultural heritage, and personal identity. 

Conversely, exile is depicted as a multifaceted experience 

characterized by physical dislocation, psychological 

estrangement, and a longing for a sense of belonging. The 

theme of home in Tomb of Sand is multifaceted, reflecting 

both a physical place and an emotional state. For Ma, home 

is the landscape of her childhood in pre-Partition Pakistan, a 

place imbued with memories of familial bonds, cultural 

richness, and a sense of community. This past home 

represents a time of innocence and cultural coherence that 

contrasts sharply with her present life in India, where she 

grapples with the realities of displacement and loss. Shree 

uses Ma’s memories of Pakistan to evoke a poignant 

nostalgia for a home that has been lost to history and 

personal upheaval. The idealized past serves as a symbol of 

what was once familiar and comforting, yet it also 

highlights the distance between Ma’s current reality and her 

lost homeland. 

Exile, on the other hand, is portrayed in the novel as both a 

physical and emotional state of being. Ma’s physical exile 

from Pakistan to India represents a broader experience of 

displacement that affects her sense of identity and 

belonging. This state of exile is not merely a consequence of 
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geographical separation but also a profound emotional and 

cultural dislocation. Shree explores how exile involves more 

than just the absence of home; it entails a continuous 

negotiation of identity and a search for meaning in a world 

marked by loss and change. Ma’s decision to return to 

Pakistan is driven by her desire to bridge the gap between 

her past and present, to confront the traumas of the Partition, 

and to reclaim a piece of her lost identity. 

The novel’s exploration of home and exile is also reflected 

in its narrative structure, which shifts between different 

temporal and spatial settings. Shree employs a non-linear 

narrative that oscillates between Ma’s memories of Pakistan 

and her current life in India, mirroring the complexities of 

her internal conflict between the nostalgia for her past home 

and the realities of her present exile. This narrative 

technique underscores how home and exile are not static 

conditions but dynamic states that are continually redefined 

through memory and experience. Additionally, Shree 

addresses the theme of home and exile through the 

symbolism of Ma’s journey. Her return to Pakistan 

symbolizes a quest for emotional and psychological 

reconciliation with her past, as well as an attempt to 

reconnect with the cultural roots and familial relationships 

that have been fragmented by historical events. The journey 

back to Pakistan serves as a metaphor for the broader 

diasporic search for a sense of belonging and a way to heal 

the wounds inflicted by displacement. In sum, Tomb of 

Sand presents the theme of home and exile as intertwined 

concepts that reflect the complexities of the diasporic 

experience. Through Ma’s journey, Shree explores how the 

notion of home encompasses both a physical space and an 

emotional state, while exile represents a condition of both 

loss and longing. The novel offers a nuanced portrayal of 

how personal and collective histories shape the experiences 

of home and exile, providing a rich commentary on the 

challenges of finding and reclaiming a sense of belonging in 

a world marked by historical trauma and personal 

displacement. 

 

Conclusion 

In Tomb of Sand, Geetanjali Shree offers a profound and 

multifaceted exploration of the themes of diasporic longing, 

cultural fragmentation, and the intricate dynamics of home 

and exile. Through the character of Ma, Shree delves into 

the emotional and psychological dimensions of the diasporic 

experience, illustrating how longing for a lost homeland and 

the quest for a cohesive identity are central to understanding 

the complexities of displacement. The novel’s narrative 

structure, which intertwines past and present, serves as a 

reflective space where the fragmented nature of cultural 

heritage and personal identity are both revealed and 

examined. Shree’s portrayal of Ma’s return to Pakistan as a 

journey of both physical and emotional reclamation 

underscores the theme of diasporic longing. This journey 

symbolizes a broader search for meaning and reconciliation 

with a past that is both cherished and mourned. Through 

Ma’s reflections on her pre-Partition life and her encounters 

with the present state of her childhood home, Shree captures 

the tension between nostalgia for a lost homeland and the 

reality of living in exile. This tension is emblematic of the 

diasporic condition, where the idealized memories of the 

past often clash with the disjointed experiences of the 

present. The theme of cultural fragmentation is explored 

through the generational and historical gaps that separate 

Ma from her cultural roots and through the symbolic 

representation of borders and memory. Shree’s depiction of 

these gaps reveals how cultural heritage can be both a 

source of comfort and a reminder of loss, emphasizing the 

difficulties of preserving and transmitting cultural identity 

across time and space. The novel’s non-linear narrative 

mirrors the fragmented nature of cultural memory, 

illustrating how diasporic individuals navigate a landscape 

of historical trauma and personal dislocation. 

Ultimately, Tomb of Sand offers a poignant commentary on 

the nature of home and exile, suggesting that these concepts 

are not fixed but are continually redefined through personal 

experience and historical change. Shree’s nuanced 

exploration of these themes invites readers to reflect on their 

own understandings of belonging and displacement, and to 

consider how histories of loss and longing shape the 

identities of those living between worlds. By weaving 

together the threads of memory, nostalgia, and cultural 

continuity, Tomb of Sand provides a rich and empathetic 

portrayal of the diasporic experience, offering insights into 

the ways in which individuals and communities navigate 

their relationships with both the past and the present. 

Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand stands as a testament to 

the complexities of the diasporic condition, offering a 

deeply resonant exploration of how home and exile intersect 

in the lives of those displaced by historical events. The 

novel’s intricate examination of these themes not only 

enriches our understanding of the diasporic experience but 

also challenges us to consider the broader implications of 

cultural fragmentation and the search for identity in a world 

marked by historical upheavals.  
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