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Abstract 
This research paper explores the Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) of 1817 in Odisha, India, through a postcolonial lens, examining the 

complex narratives and historical representations of the event in Odia literature. The Paika Rebellion was a significant uprising 

against British colonial rule, led by Buxi Jagabandhu, and marked a crucial moment in India's struggle for independence. By 

analyzing the rebellion's historical context, cultural significance, and literary representations, this paper aims to unsettle 

dominant narratives and highlight the heterogeneities and linkages that characterized the event. 

The paper argues that the Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) was not merely a localized disturbance but a complex phenomenon that 

reflected the social, economic, and political grievances of the time. Through a critical analysis of Odia literature and historical 

accounts, this research reveals the diverse perspectives and experiences of the Paika community, tribals, and other social 

groups involved in the rebellion. By doing so, it challenges dominant imperialist and nationalist historiographies, offering a 

nuanced understanding of the rebellion's significance in Indian history. 

This study contributes to the growing body of research on the Paika Rebellion, emphasizing its relevance to contemporary 

discussions on colonialism, resistance, and identity. By examining the rebellion's cultural and historical context, this paper 

provides insights into the ways in which literary narratives shape our understanding of historical events and cultural identity. 
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Introduction  
The Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) of 1817 was a pivotal event in 

Indian history, marking a significant resistance movement 

against British colonial rule in Odisha. Led by Buxi 

Jagabandhu, the rebellion was sparked by the British East 

India Company's policies, which led to economic distress, 

social unrest, and resentment among the local population. 

The Paika community, a class of military servants, played a 

crucial role in the rebellion, which was characterized by its 

bravery and sacrifice. 

The historical context of the Paika Rebellion is complex and 

multifaceted. The British colonial rule had disrupted the 

traditional economic and social structures of Odisha, leading 

to widespread discontent among the local population. The 

Paika community, which had traditionally served as military 

personnel, was particularly affected by the British policies, 

which undermined their status and livelihood. The rebellion 

was a culmination of these grievances, and its significance 

extends beyond its immediate historical context, 

representing a broader resistance against colonialism and its 

impact on Indian society. 

 

Historical Context Details 

The Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) was a response to the British 

East India Company's policies, which had a devastating 

impact on Odisha's economy and society. The Company's 

annexation of Odisha in 1803 led to the imposition of new 

land revenue systems, which resulted in economic hardship 

for the local population. The Paika community, which had 

traditionally served as military personnel, was particularly 

affected by the British policies, which undermined their 

status and livelihood. 

The rebellion was sparked by a combination of economic, 

social, and political grievances, and its significance lies in 

its representation of a broader resistance against colonialism 

and its impact on Indian society. The Paika Rebellion was a 

significant event in Indian history, marking a crucial 

moment in the country's struggle for independence. 

 

Significance 

The Paika Rebellion holds significant importance in Indian 

history, representing a crucial moment in the country's 

struggle for independence. The rebellion's significance 

extends beyond its immediate historical context, 

highlighting the complexities of colonialism and its impact 

on Indian society. The rebellion also highlights the agency 

and resistance of local communities against colonial rule, 

making it an important area of study for historians and 

scholars. 

 

Research Question 

This research paper seeks to answer the following question: 

How do Odia literary narratives represent the Paika 

Rebellion, and what insights do they offer into the event's 

cultural and historical context? 

 

Methodology 

This research paper will employ a postcolonial perspective 

and critical analysis of Odia literature and historical 

accounts to explore the representation of the Paika 

Rebellion. The study will examine the historical context of 

the rebellion, its cultural significance, and its representation 

in Odia literature. 

 

Literature Review 

The Paika Rebellion has been studied by historians and 

scholars, but there is a need for a more nuanced 

understanding of the event's cultural and historical context. 

This research paper aims to contribute to the existing body 

of research on the Paika Rebellion, highlighting its 

significance in Indian history and its representation in Odia 

literature.  
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Historical Context of the Paika Rebellion (Bidroh) 

The Paika Rebellion of 1817 was a complex and 
multifaceted event that was sparked by a combination of 
economic, social, and political grievances. The rebellion 
was a response to the British East India Company's policies, 
which had a devastating impact on Odisha's economy and 
society. 
 

Causes of the Paika Rebellion 
The Paika Rebellion was caused by a combination of 
factors, including the British East India Company's policies, 
which led to economic hardship, social unrest, and 
resentment among the local population. The Company's 
annexation of Odisha in 1803 led to the imposition of new 
land revenue systems, which resulted in economic hardship 
for the local population. The Paika community, which had 
traditionally served as military personnel, was particularly 
affected by the British policies, which undermined their 
status and livelihood. 
The British East India Company's policies also disrupted the 
traditional social and economic structures of Odisha, leading 
to widespread discontent among the local population. The 
Company's emphasis on commercialization and exploitation 
of natural resources led to the displacement of traditional 
industries and the loss of livelihoods for many people. The 
Paika community, which had traditionally been involved in 
military service, was forced to adapt to new economic and 
social realities, leading to widespread resentment and 
discontent. 
 

Consequences of the Paika Rebellion 

The Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) had significant consequences 
for Odisha and its people. The rebellion was brutally 
suppressed by the British colonial authorities, leading to 
widespread violence and repression. Many Paikas were 
killed or imprisoned, and their lands were confiscated. The 
rebellion also had a profound impact on the social and 
economic structures of Odisha, leading to further disruption 
and displacement of traditional industries and communities. 
The Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) also marked a significant 
turning point in the history of Odisha, highlighting the 
complexities and challenges of colonial rule. The rebellion 
demonstrated the need for a more nuanced understanding of 
the social, economic, and cultural context of Odisha, and the 
importance of addressing the grievances of local 
communities. The rebellion's legacy continues to be felt 
today, with many Odias viewing it as a symbol of resistance 
against colonialism and oppression. 
Therefore,the Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) was a complex and 
multifaceted event that was sparked by a combination of 
economic, social, and political grievances. The rebellion's 
causes and consequences highlight the complexities and 
challenges of colonial rule, and the need for a more nuanced 
understanding of the social, economic, and cultural context 
of Odisha. 
 

Key Figures and Events of the Paika Rebellion 

The Paika Bidroh (Rebellion) of 1817 was a significant 
event in Indian history, marked by the bravery and sacrifice 
of its key figures. Here are some of the key figures and 
events of the rebellion: 

 

Key Figures 

Buxi Jagabandhu: The leader of the Paika Rebellion, Buxi 

Jagabandhu was a brave and charismatic figure who rallied 

the Paika community and other local groups to join the 

rebellion against British colonial rule. 

 

Bakshi Jagabandhu's associates: Several other Paika 
leaders, including Bakshi Satrughna Parida and Bakshi 
Gopinath Pattnaik, played important roles in the rebellion, 
leading their own contingents of Paika warriors. 
 

Local leaders and supporters: The rebellion was also 
supported by local leaders and villagers, who provided 
shelter, food, and other forms of assistance to the Paika 
rebels. 
 

Key Events 

The outbreak of the rebellion: The Paika Rebellion began 
in March 1817, with a series of coordinated attacks on 
British forces and government buildings in Odisha. 
 

Battles and skirmishes : The rebellion was marked by 
several battles and skirmishes between the Paika rebels and 
British forces, including the Battle of Khurda and the Battle 
of Banpur. 
 

British response and suppression: The British colonial 
authorities responded to the rebellion with force, deploying 
troops and artillery to quell the uprising. The rebellion was 
eventually suppressed, and many Paika rebels were killed or 
imprisoned. 
 

Aftermath and legacy 

The Paika Rebellion had a profound impact on Odisha and 
its people, leading to widespread violence, displacement, 
and economic hardship. However, the rebellion also marked 
a significant moment in the history of resistance against 
British colonial rule in India. 
 

Postcolonial Perspective on the Paika Bidroh 

The Paika Bidroh can be understood through a postcolonial 
lens, which highlights the complex power dynamics and 
cultural interactions between the colonizers and the 
colonized This perspective reveals the ways in which 
colonialism shaped the lives of the Paika community and the 
broader social and economic context of Odisha. 
 

Imperialist and Nationalist Historiographies 
The Paika Bidroh has been represented in various ways in 
historical accounts, reflecting the biases and perspectives of 
different historiographical traditions. Imperialist 
historiography has often portrayed the rebellion as a 
localized disturbance or a primitive reaction to modernity. 
Nationalist historiography, on the other hand, has 
emphasized the rebellion's significance as a precursor to the 
Indian independence movement. 
However, these representations have limitations and biases. 
Imperialist historiography has often erased the agency and 
experiences of the Paika community, while nationalist 
historiography has sometimes romanticized the rebellion 
without fully exploring its complexities. A postcolonial 
perspective can help to challenge these dominant narratives 
and provide a more nuanced understanding of the Paika 
Bidroh. 
 

Alternative Perspectives 

A postcolonial perspective on the Paika Bidroh highlights 
the importance of alternative perspectives and voices. This 



International Journal of English Research   www.englishjournals.com 

96 

includes the experiences and testimonies of the Paika 
community, as well as other local groups and individuals 
who were affected by the rebellion. By centering these 
voices, we can gain a more nuanced understanding of the 
rebellion's causes, consequences, and significance. 
The postcolonial perspective also emphasizes the 
importance of cultural context and the ways in which 
colonialism shaped the lives of the Paika community. This 
includes the impact on the Paika community's identity, 
culture, and social practices, and how these were shaped by 
colonial rule. 
 

Challenging Dominant Narratives 
A postcolonial perspective on the Paika Bidroh challenges 
dominant narratives and representations of the rebellion. 
This includes challenging the imperialist and nationalist 
historiographies that have often erased or distorted the 
experiences of the Paika community. By centering the 
voices and experiences of the Paika community, we can 
challenge these dominant narratives and provide a more 
nuanced understanding of the rebellion's significance. 
The postcolonial perspective also highlights the importance 
of resistance and agency in the face of colonialism. The 
Paika Bidroh was a significant moment of resistance against 
British colonial rule, and it reflects the agency and 
determination of the Paika community to challenge 
oppressive power structures. 
Hence, a postcolonial perspective on the Paika Bidroh 
provides a nuanced understanding of the rebellion's 
significance and complexity. By challenging dominant 
narratives and centering alternative perspectives, we can 
gain a deeper understanding of the rebellion's causes, 
consequences, and legacy. 
 

Odia Literary Narratives and Paika Bidroh 
Odia literary narratives have a rich tradition of storytelling, 
and the Paika Bidroh is a significant event that has been 
represented in various ways in Odia literature. The 
rebellion, which took place in 1817, was a major uprising 
against British colonial rule in Odisha, led by the Paika 
community. Odia literary narratives have captured the 
essence of this event, exploring its causes, consequences, 
and impact on the people of Odisha. 
 

Literary Representation 
Odia literary narratives have represented the Paika Bidroh in 
diverse ways, reflecting the complexities and nuances of the 
event. Works such as "Paika Bira" by Pranakrusna 
Mahapatra showcase the bravery and sacrifice of the Paika 
community. This book has become a timeless classic in 
Odia literature, captivating readers with its vivid storytelling 
and engaging narrative. The story follows the adventures 
and battles of Paika Bira as he fights against injustice and 
evil forces to protect his people and land [1]. 
The representation of the Paika Bidroh in Odia literature 
also highlights the cultural heritage of Odisha. The book 
"Paika Bira" shines a light on the rich cultural traditions and 
customs of the region, providing readers with a glimpse into 
the vibrant and diverse culture of Odisha. Through the 
characters and settings in the story, readers can gain a 
deeper appreciation for the history and traditions of Odisha. 
 

Exploring Themes and Motifs 

Odia literary narratives on the Paika Bidroh often explore 
themes of resistance, bravery, and sacrifice. The rebellion is 

portrayed as a symbol of resistance against colonialism and 
oppression, highlighting the agency and determination of 
the Paika community. These themes are reflected in the 
characters and their actions, showcasing the complexities 
and nuances of human experience during times of conflict. 
The use of mythology and folklore in Odia literary 
narratives adds depth and complexity to the representation 
of the Paika Bidroh. The rebellion is often depicted as a 
heroic struggle against evil forces, drawing on mythological 
and folkloric themes that resonate with the Odia people. 
This blend of history and mythology creates a rich and 
nuanced narrative that engages readers and provides insights 
into the cultural context of the rebellion [1, 2]. 
So,Odia literary narratives offer a unique perspective on the 
Paika Bidroh, exploring its complexities and nuances 
through a range of themes and motifs. These narratives 
provide insights into the cultural context of the rebellion and 
its impact on the people of Odisha. By examining these 
literary representations, we can gain a deeper understanding 
of the Paika Bidroh and its significance in Odisha's history 
and culture. 
The Paika Bidroh holds immense cultural significance in 
Odia literature, reflecting the region's rich history and 
resistance against British colonial rule. This event has been 
extensively represented in Odia literature, showcasing its 
impact on the cultural identity of the Odia people. 
 

Representation in Odia Literature 

Paika Bira by Pranakrusna Mahapatra: This book is a 
timeless classic in Odia literature, capturing the bravery and 
sacrifice of the Paika community. 
 

Documentary Study: "Paika Rebellion - A Documentary 
Study" is a significant contribution to Odia literature, 
published by Odisha State Archives, providing a detailed 
account of the rebellion. 
 

Impact on Cultural Identity 

Symbol of Resistance: The Paika Bidroh is a symbol of 
resistance against colonialism and oppression, highlighting 
the agency and determination of the Paika community. 
 

Cultural Heritage: The rebellion reflects Odisha's rich 
cultural heritage, showcasing the region's history, traditions, 
and customs. 
 

National Pride: The Paika Bidroh is considered one of 
India's first wars of independence, fostering national pride 
and unity. 
 

Significance in Contemporary Times 

Government Recognition: The Government of India and 
Odisha State Government have recognized the significance 
of the Paika Bidroh, allocating funds for its bicentenary 
celebration and including it in history books. 
 

Cultural Celebrations: The rebellion is celebrated as a 
significant event in Odisha's cultural calendar, honoring the 
bravery and sacrifice of the Paika community. 
 
The Paika Bidroh's cultural significance extends beyond its 
historical context, representing a powerful symbol of 
resistance and national pride in Odia literature and culture. 
Its impact on cultural identity is profound, reflecting the 
region's rich heritage and traditions. 
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Reassessing the Paika Bidroh: Unveiling its Pivotal Role 

in Indian History and Freedom Struggle 

The Paika Bidroh, a rebellion that took place in 1817 in 
Odisha, India, holds a significant place in the country's 
history. As one of the first major uprisings against British 
colonial rule, the Paika Bidroh predates the Sepoy Mutiny 
of 1857. Despite its importance, the Paika Bidroh has often 
been overlooked in Indian history and freedom struggle 
narratives. 
 

Historical Significance 

The Paika Bidroh was a landmark event that showcased the 
resistance of the Indian people against British colonial rule. 
Led by the Paika community, a class of military servants, 
the rebellion was sparked by the British East India 
Company's policies, which led to economic hardship, social 
unrest, and resentment among the local population. 
 

Pivotal Role in Indian Freedom Struggle 
The Paika Bidroh played a pivotal role in the Indian 
freedom struggle, demonstrating the determination and 
bravery of the Indian people in the face of colonial 
oppression. The rebellion's significance extends beyond its 
immediate historical context, representing a broader 
resistance against colonialism and its impact on Indian 
society. 
 

Reassessing Indian History 

The Paika Bidroh's place in Indian history needs to be 
reassessed, recognizing its importance as one of the first 
major uprisings against British colonial rule. By 
acknowledging the Paika Bidroh's significance, we can gain 
a more nuanced understanding of the Indian freedom 
struggle and the complex history of resistance against 
colonialism. 
 

Conclusion 

To sum up, the Paika Bidroh holds a crucial place in Indian 
history and freedom struggle narratives. Its significance as 
one of the first major uprisings against British colonial rule 
underscores the importance of recognizing and reassessing 
its role in shaping the country's history. By doing so, we can 
gain a deeper understanding of the complexities and 
nuances of Indian history and the freedom struggle. 
The Paika Bidroh, a significant event in Indian history, has 
been explored in this research paper through a postcolonial 
perspective. The rebellion's historical context, cultural 
significance, and representation in Odia literature have been 
examined, providing insights into its impact on the cultural 
identity of the Odia people. 
 

Summary of Findings 

The research paper has found that the Paika Bidroh was a 
complex and multifaceted event that was sparked by a 
combination of economic, social, and political grievances. 
The rebellion's significance extends beyond its immediate 
historical context, representing a broader resistance against 
colonialism and its impact on Indian society. The Paika 
Bidroh has been represented in Odia literature as a symbol 
of resistance and national pride, reflecting the region's rich 
cultural heritage and traditions. 
 

Contribution to Knowledge 

This research paper contributes to the existing body of 
knowledge on the Paika Bidroh by providing a nuanced 

understanding of the rebellion's historical context, cultural 
significance, and representation in Odia literature. The 
paper's findings highlight the importance of recognizing the 
Paika Bidroh's significance in Indian history and freedom 
struggle narratives. 
 

Suggestions 

Further Research: Further research is needed to explore 

the Paika Bidroh's significance in Indian history and 

freedom struggle narratives, including its impact on the 

cultural identity of the Odia people. 

 

Inclusion in History Books: The Paika Bidroh should be 

included in history books and educational curricula to 

provide a more comprehensive understanding of Indian 

history and the freedom struggle. 

 

Cultural Preservation: Efforts should be made to preserve 

the cultural heritage and traditions of the Paika community, 

including their language, customs, and practices. 

 

By recognizing the Paika Bidroh's significance and 

promoting further research and cultural preservation, we can 

gain a deeper understanding of Indian history and the 

freedom struggle, and work towards a more inclusive and 

nuanced representation of the country's past. 
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